VMS Monthly Newsletter - February 2019
"Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving
your community and world better than you found it."
- Marian Wright Edelman

17 Weeks till Summer Camp!
Visit our website
Summer Camp registration is now
open! Space is limited so be sure to
visit our website and read about this
exciting opportunity for both
currently enrolled families and the
greater Vineyard community.

March Calendar
February 25 through March 1: No
School Enjoy the Winter Break!
Thursday, March 7: Big Night Out
Meeting (7:00 PM)
Thursday, March 14: Elementary
II and Middle School Presentation
Day (1:00 PM)
Saturday, March 16: Sing into
Spring! Toddlers and preschoolers
are invited to sing, drum and dance
with songwriter and music teacher
Dawna Hammers. Open to the public,
so invite your friends! Space is
limited. RSVP to
admin@vineyardmontessori.com
Tuesday, March 19: Coffee &
Conversations (8:45 - 9:30 AM)

Thursday, March 21: Primary &
Elementary I "Special Visitor's
Day" (9:30 -10:30 AM) ·
Friday, March 22: Dine to Donate
at La Soffitta (5:00 - 9:00 PM)
Let's get together, eat incredible
Italian food and raise $$ for VMS

What is Special Visitor's Day?
This is your child’s opportunity to invite a special person, parent or guest into
his/her classroom. The visitor has an opportunity to learn by participating and
observing how the child chooses a lesson, works with the materials, and puts
the work away. This particular morning is filled with your child’s excitement
over the arrival of the special visitor and the pride in teaching the lessons that
they have learned so far this year to their guest.

Looking Ahead
Thursday, April 4: VMS Potluck (5:30-7:00 PM)
Saturday, April 6: Sing Into Spring! (9:30 - 10:30 AM) RSVP to reserve
your space for another toddler and preschool age sing-along!
Monday, April 15-19: No School, Spring Break
Tuesday, April 23: Coffee & Conversations (8:45 - 9:30 AM)
Saturday, April 27: Family Yard Day (9:00 AM - 12:00 PM)

VMS Family Association (VMSFA)
YOU are a part of the VMS Family Association! All parents and guardians of
enrolled children are considered members of the VMSFA and are encouraged to
become active participants. The purpose of the VMSFA is to enhance and
support the educational experience at VMS and to develop a closer connection
between school and home by encouraging involvement.
Check out this section of the newsletter each month to see how you
can get involved!
Big Night Out

Sponsor and donation solicitation is underway and we need your help! See the
list in the hallway, write your name next to a few businesses, take a "script"
and forms for donors/sponsors to complete. Return forms and donations to
the office to guarantee a fabulous evening on May 4th!
Promote Upcoming Events
We are looking for help dropping off brochures at local businesses and
hanging flyers around town. Please stop in the office to grab a few and help
promote your school! We always appreciate "shares" on social media, as well.
Playground Maintenance
Our tether ball came untethered! A ladder and ten minutes to tie it back up
would be so helpful.
Translation
We have some enrollment forms we'd like to translate for our Brazilian
community. Please see Rhiannon in the office if you can offer your language
skills!

Annual Fund
We are proud to announce that
100% of the board of trustees,
teachers and staff at VMS have
given to the 2018-2019 Annual
Fund.
Thank you to all VMS families who
have already contributed to the
Annual Fund! Will you help us reach
our goal of 100% participation?
We are 41% there!
Click the button below or drop your
gift in the payment box at school to
show your support. Donations of any
amount help get us closer to our
goal!

DONATE TODAY

Middle School
- Miss Ty
The Middle School works closely with
the Upper Elementary class with
“specials”, that is, special classes
taught by faculty other than Ty and
Irene.
One of the special teachers is Tim
Connelly from Island Grown Schools,

who is instrumental in our work with
gardening and food-related
activities. During the winter, Tim has
been focusing on cooking with the
students. Homemade hummus and a
delectable fruit salad with yogurt have
been created. The students chopped
and measured and ate! We hope to
finish off the winter with a cooking
contest!
Another special treat this month was
visiting our beautiful new Martha’s
Vineyard Museum. At that time our
upper school teamed with Miss Nora’s
Lower Elementary and did a scavenger
hunt through the new exhibits. The
older students paired up with the
younger ones to answer questions
about topics of interest. All students were engaged as they explored the
galleries. We look forward to more visits in the coming semester.
We have been having “free skate” during the months of January and
February. The Upper Elementary and Matthew go to the MV Ice Arena each
Wednesday for our physical education special time. There is quite a range of
abilities out on the ice, and each student is working at his or her own level. It’s
wonderful seeing each of them make progress every week.

Elementary II Classroom
- Miss Irene
The Upper Elementary Students have been busy this
winter with two new projects assigned for Geography
and History. Each child will focus on a country on the
continent that they are studying and that they know
little about. They will create slideshow presentations to
educate their audience on the history of the country’s
name, physical geography & features, government, economy, languages,
culture, flora and fauna, information about famous people from their country,
and possible audio samples of anthems, phrases in the local language or
sounds of native animals.
Students have also started a poetry unit just in time to enter a poetry
contest! They will be compiling 16 poems, or more if they choose, into a
booklet. They are free to enter one or more of their poems into the contest if
they want to take part. So far, they have learned about the Diamante which
takes on the shape of a diamond and is made of of 7 lines using a set
structure.
Next they learned about the Synesthesia poem which uses the five senses to
explore a topic, experience or emotion. Later they moved on to the Cinquain
and Haiku, with more to come! Here is an example of a Synesthesia poem
written by Declan, age 9:
Hiking
Looks like woods
Tastes like cold water
Sm ells like nature
Feels like joy
Sounds like birds
We have finished working with Miss Nora to create our art projects which will
be for sale at the Big Night Out (Saturday, May 4th). The projects turned out

beautifully and we can’t wait for the parents to see them. Now that we are
through we have joined Miss Nora’s students for art class at Pam Benjamin's
Sense of Wonder Studio. This past week we focused on Black History month
and Pam explained how quilts were used on the underground railroad to send
signals to runaways and their helpers. The patterns on the squares each had a
special meaning and the quilt would be hung on the line outside for people to
see. Our students drew some of those patterns and made up some of their
own. They had fun using art materials and different mediums to create their
own beautiful paper quilts.
Finally, as usual, we continue to convene with the middle school to enjoy ice
skating, improv classes, Spanish, South Mountain Company's Camp
Jabberwocky renovation, and farming and cooking with Island Grown Schools.

Elementary I

Classroom
- Miss Nora
This month we have been working
on Zoology. We studied body parts
of different fish, amphibians,
reptiles, birds and mammals. A
favorite lesson recently has been
the "WHO AM I?" cards. The
students match the description of
animals with pictures. The cards
describe different traits such as
their habitats, characteristics and interesting facts. The children love this,
especially because it is a challenging guessing lesson and involves vertebrates
and invertebrates.
In math we started fractions and the study of equivalent fraction. We also
started addition with like denominators. We have been practicing our money. It
has been a good review and in keeping with President’s Day. Matching
quantities to Presidents profiles helps distinguish the coins. We have started
to play Money Bingo. This requires the students to match various quantities of
physical coins with the written numerical quantity.
For Valentine's Day class parents received acrostic poems. An acrostic poem is
a poem where the first letter of each line spells out a word or phrase. The
students loved brainstorming their ideas for their poems and we will continue
to work on writing more poetry in various styles as the year progresses.
Tim from Island Grown Schools brought us some cooking opportunities and
we did some work in the kitchen. We prepared and made delicious beet
hummus. We introduced measuring with spoons and cups. The following week
we made delicious crackers with chickpea flour. They were amazing! Click here
for the recipe. Then we made fruit salad and the students got a lesson on the
different ways to cut food and the formal names of the cutting styles. The
students used knives and really got into the different ways of handling food
while cutting them in a variety of ways.
We switched our art day to Friday mornings in order to join the Upper
Elementary students at Pam Benjamin's Sense of Wonder Studio. It is Black
History Month and Miss Pam showed us different quilt patterns that were used
to help slaves escape through the underground railroad. Each student used
these historical symbols or created their own to make a unique paper quilt.
This art project will take a few weeks to complete and we look forward to our
weekly lesson.

Primary 2 Classroom
- Miss Chris and Miss Carrie
Often times when lunch is over and we are
cleaning up and getting ready for the
afternoon groups, I may put out different
types of manipulatives for the children to work
with. I truly love to watch the children work as
a team, each person having his/her own part
in order to build something. Cooperative play
is such a wonderful learning experience as the
children need to create, implement, problem
solve, take turns and be flexible in order for a

game, activity or structure to work out.
I have recently added a unit on birds to the
classroom. There are matching cards, parts of
the bird puzzle and booklet making, matching
feathers to birds and a bird watching station.
The children really enjoy using the binoculars,
peering out the back door in hopes of spying
a cardinal, blue jay or chickadee. A male
cardinal seems to be returning day after day
to eat the bird seed that we sprinkle on the
railing of the back porch. The children are
learning to become great observers, keeping
their bodies and voices still and quiet while
looking at the birds. We have even caught a
squirrel sampling our wares!
The children have taken to sledding on their
bellies and bottoms on our playground. Our first real snowfall has brought
great excitement within the children as they slip and slide down our hill. Snow
and ice chopping and gathering has also been a favorite activity.
Miss Ava has wrapped up her unit on fiber. The final activity the children did
was to create mosaics with yarn snips. Some children chose to write their
names with the yarn and some made abstract creations. They all came out
beautifully colorful!

Primary 1 Classroom
- Miss Cristina and Miss
Rebecca
This month, we were lucky to have
Detective LaBell (Leya’s dad) and
Detective Curelli (Nicholas's dad) come
to our classrooms to talk about what
they do, show us their uniforms, and
read books to the children. They
thoroughly enjoyed the visit and were
captivated by their storytelling!
I presented another more complicated exercise to the children this month:
carrot cutting. During Practical Life lessons, the children learn to be careful and
orderly in their work. The whole lesson from beginning to end includes cleaning
up and leaving the exercise “ready for the next child”. Trusting children with
real tools is a huge hurdle for many, so we follow the child’s pace and provide
child-sized real tools. The child washes his or her hands, chooses a carrot from
the supply shelf, and then begins the work. The tasks of putting on an apron,
scrubbing the carrot, using the peeler, and then chopping the slices into bitesized pieces takes quite a long time. Then, the children learn to be gracious by
offering the prepared carrots to others. We direct the children to ask, “Would
you like some carrot?” The other child either says, “Yes, please” or “No, thank
you.” If the other child says, “Yes, please” and accepts the snack, he/she will
say, “Thank you.” The child who has prepared the carrot plate says, “You’re
welcome.” Lots of words to remember!
And then, of course, there is the clean-up. This exercise involves taking all the
tools to the sink and washing them, drying them, and replacing them on the
table. Rolling the apron, drying off spills on the table, folding the towel…. there
are many skills learned and practiced in this one lesson! These skills include
concentration, order, completion of task, and independence. The children are
very drawn to this lesson and enjoy walking to each friend and offering them a
carrot.
Other popular lessons this month are the different puzzles and working on
lessons with a friend. Puzzles provide opportunities for developing fine motor
skills, which are required with the small, specialized movements of locating and
placing the pieces. These skills build the hand muscles necessary for
handwriting and other important achievements. Other benefits of puzzles are
problem solving, planning, shape recognition, and memory enhancement.

Late Day
- Miss Weezie
The weeks between December Recess
and Winter Recess are often challenging.
Weather conditions, illnesses and
absences all contribute. Tuesday's
outdoor play was a treat, however, as
students and teachers frolicked on the

slippery, snow-packed hill sliding on
tummies, backs or plastic trays!
Once again, I introduced the students to
the magical world of puppets. This
creative teaching and learning tool
enhances development in many areas
including listening skills, grammar,
fluency and tone. Maria Montessori wrote
in The Absorbent Mind that the teacher
can entice the children and serve their
spirit. Evidence of this connection was
the level of concentration and focus the students displayed during the puppet
show. Prior to introducing the story, we discussed what it means to be part of
an audience including appropriate grace and courtesy behaviors that we can
show. Many students identified with being in an audience at concerts, dance
recitals or children's shows. Some were anticipating going to a show next week
during school vacation. Following my sharing of the story Goldilocks and the
Three Bears using finger puppets, the children had an opportunity to be
puppeteers themselves. These puppet kits are available to borrow from the
Edgartown Library, and might be a fun activity to engage imaginations during
these cold winter days indoors. A portable puppet theater is on the VMS
wish list if anyone knows of one available!

Recommended Reading
"At Home with Montessori" by Patricia Oriti (available in the VMS office!)

Book Corner for Parents

"Robot-Proof: Higher Education in the Age of Artificial Intelligence" by Joseph
Aoun

"Yardsticks: Children in the Classroom Ages 4-14" by Chip Wood
"The Six Stages of Parenthood" by Ellen Galinsky

Book Corner for Children

"What Do You Do With An Idea?" by Kobi Yamada

Thank you to our 2019 Big Night Out
Sponsors!

If you, your business or employer are interested in becoming a sponsor, we
have some great incentives including tickets to the event and promotion on
social media!

Vineyard Montessori School
286 Main Street, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568
vineyardmontessori.com
(508) 693-4090

An independent school serving PreK through Grade 8.
Fostering a lifetime love of learning, one child at a time.
CONTACT US







