Holidays at School and Home
The holiday season is here. This is a very busy time of year with added stress, extra late nights and a
great deal of holiday anticipation. It is also a time of opportunity to increase Montessori lessons of
peace into our everyday life here at VMS and at home.
As Montessori teachers, Ty, Chris and Irene’s work is to provide a peaceful classroom environment offering a calm, consistent and predictable routine for the children. Increasing lessons of gratitude in our
daily activities generates an environment that a Montessori teacher works towards. I am so proud to
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“In the Montessori environment, gratitude is a key component of peace education, grace and courtesy
exercises, and the concept of cosmic education. Dr. Montessori understood implicitly the value in fostering a grateful nature in children and helping them become compassionate citizens of the planet.”
As parents there are many occasions to bring these Montessori values home—gratitude, empathy, generosity, and courtesy. By incorporating some of the following ideas into your home, we can create a
more peaceful world.





Take time for a moment of gratitude before a meal.
Talk about the magic of the season: bright and twinkling lights, the quiet of the first snow, celebrations with family and friends.
Make plans together for sharing with others: making cards or gifts, baking goodies for friends, taking part in community events.

Do take the time to savor the joy in your heart and the peace at home.
Have a wonderful December recess full of family and fun,
Debbie
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show visitors these environments as they come to observe our remarkable classrooms.

For Small Hands
http://www.ForSmallHands.com



Banking will be on Tuesday, December 22nd.

Delight young children with real tools that let
them handle real tasks "all by myself!"



VMS Elementary classroom bake sale is
tomorrow, Saturday, December 19th from 10:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., next to the Movie Theater on
Main Street in Vineyard Haven.



Please find attached the minutes from our

This company provides hard-to-find, childsize items that allow your child to pour their
own juice or rake leaves by your side, doing
purposeful "work" that supports selfconfidence and independence.
Also, Vineyard Montessori receives a percentage of sales towards purchasing materials when you use our customer number
121346 at checkout!
Please pick up a catalog in the office

!

December 15th PTO meeting.



Winter Gathering is Wednesday, December
23rd at 11:00 a.m. Please join your child’s
classroom for songs and refreshments.
Dismissal is at noon.



School Wish List 2015 is attached..



Mark your calendar! January 21st is our Dine to
Donate at Off-Shore Ale Company in Oak Bluffs.

Primary with Miss Chris and Miss Holly
Holly and I would like to invite you all to our Winter
Gathering on Wednesday, December 23 at 11:00. The
children have been practicing a special song and are
looking forward to sharing it with you, along with a story
and craft. We will also have refreshments . I hope you
will be able to join us for this special time.
As the winter break is quickly approaching, I want to
remind everyone that some children may have a difficult time returning to school after the break. It is not
uncommon for some children to go through the same
separation process that they may have gone through at
the start of school. Any long periods away from school,
whether because of illness or vacation, can trigger feelings of resistance to school. I suggest that you keep
your morning routine consistent and simple. Once back at school, keep your goodbye brief but loving. Remind
your child that you will see him/her after school and then say goodbye with a hug and a kiss. Holly and I will be
there to help your child make their transition back to school joyful and peaceful.
We hope that everyone has a wonderful and relaxing winter break.

Primary with Miss Ty and Miss Rebecca
As I write this last little blurb for this semester’s newsletter, I think
back upon the tremendous growth and development of the entire
class. Such a sweet reflection for me, to watch in my mind’s eye
those first moments of meeting the new children and them meeting
me; and then re-connecting to the returning ones – so confident and
knowledgeable about Montessori! I think of my work on the first lessons, and the expectations of behavior. I think of the careful adding of
exercises in each of our areas: Practical Life, Sensorial, Science, Geography, Language, and Math. And through all those additions and
lessons, each of the children were growing and developing. They
were growing in their independence, their self-direction, their
knowledge, and their joy in learning. It was – and continues to be –
an amazing experience.
I was constantly amazed by the curiosity, intelligence, independence, and joy that each child demonstrated. For
the last two months, the children and I have experienced lessons and learned how to interact with others in our
small world. Now, the class is poised for another semester of learning. It’s so exciting! One of the most exciting
concepts is the development of our emerging readers.

The following quotation is from Tiffany Cavegn: “Language is usually where most parents are focused. They
want their children to read early. The great news is that a Montessori environment is rich with language at every
level. Language is more than just learning to read. Language is heard and expressed constantly. The Montessori classroom has rich opportunities for oral language, allowing the child to experience conversations, stories
and songs. The teachers participate by providing the correct vocabulary, pronunciation and usage of words to
enhance the vocabulary they already know. Materials such as the sandpaper letters and moveable alphabet
help them effortlessly link sounds with the symbols of language, which eventually turns into reading and writing.
Language happens constantly while children are [working] with different materials and then one day they just
start to read, “ALL BY MYSELF!” “

Elementary with Miss Irene and Miss Cristina
The Elementary class would like to thank the school community for all
of the beautiful baked goods for our sale tomorrow! We are also
thankful that the weather will be cooperating tomorrow. Please stop
by the bake sale from 10-1 at the Linden Tree with your kids. The
Elementary Class will be selling baked goods and playing their violins.
Throughout the week, the children have been preparing signs, sandwich boards, and baked goods in class. They are hoping to purchase
many books for the library.
We celebrated our new student Madeleine Clatworthy's birthday. Her
parents came in to see Madeleine do the walk around the sun 10
times. She shared photos of herself from different times during her
life. Madeleine loves to read and will be doing island research on Fiji. She was introduced to multiplying and dividing fractions and successfully completed her booklet. She is a wonderful addition to our
Pioneer Life play. We are so happy to have her joining our group!
On Monday we had a special visit from Miss Debbie’s daughter,
Laura. She was home for two weeks from the republic of Vanuatu
where she is working as a volunteer for the US Peace Corp. She
came to our morning meeting and then returned to have lunch with
our class. She shared information from the children at the school
where she works and introduced us to the traditions in her village where she lives.
Our show and tells this week included the history of Hex Bugs, Christmas Trees, the celebration of Christmas,
Duck Boat tours, information on dog teeth, human blood, a baking experiment comparing muffins with and
without baking powder, and the reasons why gun shots are so loud. The students think of such interesting
topics to explore for show and tell. We love that they are able to find something educational about anything,
are following their interests and are excited to present their findings with us!

Late Day with Miss Weezie and Miss Cristina
We read three charming books this week that clearly illustrated
the qualities of love, caring and thankfulness. We fondly celebrate these character traits daily, but particularly at this time of
year, fostering and serving the spirit of the child. The books included: One Winter's Day by Christina Butler, Thankfulness by
Eileen Spinelli and The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn. Many of
our Late Day students have iilustrated their own examples of
what they are thankful for. These unique drawings are displayed
the window of number 18 Main Street in Vineyard Haven. We
hope that families will stop by and to appreciate these drawings.
The local merchants were grateful for the creative efforts of the
students. May you enjoy a wonderful week with your families!
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PTO Minutes
Tuesday, December 15, 2015
Attendance: Chris, Ty, Irene, Kim D, Nicole D, Rachel S
Approved November 2015 Minutes
Montesorri Moment:
-Conducted by Irene. Biosphere Boxes. Impressionist wooden nesting boxes introducing elementary student to
concepts of the cosmos down to the individual.
Treasurer’s Report:
-There is $13,720.97 in the PTO account to date.
-Still waiting for the food truck sales to be added to account.
-Some sales of t-shirts not reflected in the report.
-Treasury report approved.
Directors report: Reported by Chris
-Parent Montessori magazine presented
-Wish list for classroom gifts
-Approved that both items will be sent home with the children to the families.
Climbing Structure/Playground Committee report:
-Email going out to volunteers to put footings/new play structure up for this weekend.
-Question of where the structure will be put was discussed. Playground committee will discuss placement.
Winter Gathering:
-Time change from 10:30-12 to 11:00-12:00 on Wednesday, December 23rd.
-The information is going into two weekly newsletters and a letter sent home with the children.
Dine-to-Donate: January 21st at Off Shore Ale Company
Big Spring Fundraiser:
-Committee will be formed and have first meeting before the next PTO meeting in January.
-Brainstorm ideas for both adult and kid friendly events.
Next PTO meeting is Tuesday January 19th At 6:00pm.

