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The teachers and I are
always honored when
Montessori teachers
take time from their visit
to Martha’s Vineyard to
stop at VMS. We are
especially excited that
Jackie Debas, AMI Directess at Old Colony Montessori in Hingham,
will be visiting us on Monday morning. Jackie was a primary teacher
at VMS from 1985 –1990 and continues to have close relationships
with her students from those years.
Our website has been under construction for too long! I am currently
working with a website designer and photographer to have it up and
active again. There are pictures being taken of the school, the
classrooms, the children at work and the faculty. We are really excited
and looking forward to the website being up and running before the
end of the year.
MVTV is doing a segment on VMS and we are thrilled to be able to tell
our story! A day at the Vineyard Montessori School will be televised in
January.
The new climbing structure has arrived and we need some help
getting the cement footings in the ground and building the structure. If
you are available to help please send Debbie an email or stop in the
office.
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INFORMATION

Bring Montessori materials into your Home
For Small Hands
http://www.ForSmallHands.com



Banking is every Thursday.

Delight young children with real tools that let them
handle real tasks "all by myself!"



The next PTO meeting is Tuesday, December
15th from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Child watch will
be available.



VMS Elementary Classroom Bake sale
Saturday, December 19th from 10:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m., next to the Movie Theater on Main
Street in Vineyard Haven.



Winter Gathering is Wednesday, December
23rd at 11:00 a.m. Please join your child’s
classroom for songs and refreshments.
Dismissal is at noon.

This company provides hard-to-find, child-size
items that allow your child to pour their own juice
or rake leaves by your side, doing purposeful
"work" that supports self-confidence and independence.
Also, Vineyard Montessori receives a percentage
of sales towards purchasing materials when you
use our customer number 121346 at checkout!
Please pick up a catalog in the office

!

Primary with Miss Chris and Miss Holly
“Maria Montessori gave children the greatest gift- she gave them the
universe! She felt that no creature in our vast universe was to small to
explore. Nor was dirt something to be discarded. She encouraged free
exploration of the natural world to entice the senses and encourage
learning.”
Our class had the opportunity to combine two activities, leaf raking and
parachute play, to create a wonderfully collaborative experience. After
raking the leaves into a giant pile, the children grabbed handfuls of
leaves and put them on top of the parachute. Together they held the
parachute and sang "Ring Around the Rosie" but changed the words from "ashes, ashes
we all fall down" to "popcorn, popcorn, it pops so high"! The leaves would then "pop" from
the parachute, raining down on the children. It was so enjoyable to watch each child take
part and work together as a group.
Miss Emily continued the work with wool this week. She brought in the wool that the children cleaned last week and each child was allowed to choose a color that they wanted to
dye their wool with. By adding vinegar and food coloring into a baggie, the children then
pressed the color into their wool. Emily showed them different articles of clothing that are
made from wool: mittens, a sweater, a hat, some dyed in different colors.
We will be looking for someone to care for Nutmeg, our class guinea pig, over the winter break. If you are interested in caring for our pet, please let us know as soon as possible.

Primary with Miss Ty and Miss Rebecca
This week we had a wonderful morning with Nancy Blank, a local artist
and the grandmother of Ava and Elise Laird. She brought pre-made clay
squares for each of the children to carve pictures and designs into.
Working with a small group of children at a time, she guided them to fill
their squares and to make a design around the edge for a border. Because she works at Featherstone, she has access to a kiln, and this
week she will fire the squares. We look forward to her coming back next
week for the children to paint their masterpieces. The finished, glazed
products will be ready the week before the winter holiday break.
Thank you, Nancy, for your time, expertise, and for all the materials.

In our classroom, on the art shelf, we have scissoring as a choice of activity. At the beginning of the year the children were using scissors on a blank piece of paper; learning to put
the proper pressure on the blades, making small snips. As the year progressed we placed
other strips of paper as options to cut. Some had straight lines, some had diagonal lines,
some had large zig-zag designs, and some had wavy lines. Well, several of the children’s
hands grew stronger and they became more adept at this activity, so this week a new paper was added for them to try: the spiral! This is a very hard exercise and takes a lot of
concentration.

Elementary with Miss Irene and Miss Cristina
An article from PBS Kids stated, "Reading buddies programs
are an excellent way to address the learning needs of both
younger and older children”.
“Through cross-age tutoring and partnerships, students improve their reading and fluency skills and gain broader
literacy and social benefits. Several research studies have
found that augmenting traditional classroom instruction
with one-on-one interventions, such as a reading buddies program, is a powerful combination that can accelerate
students’ oral vocabulary gains (Kalkowski 1995)."
Last Friday was the first time this year that primary students
joined their reading buddies in our class. There was a happy
buzz of reading and laughter as the elementary students read
picture books that they chose from the library on Wednesday.
The elementary students are encouraged to consider their audience when choosing books and to use their previous
knowledge of what students enjoyed last year. We are looking
forward to seeing our friends again on Friday!
Rebecca has been preparing our students for a short violin
presentation during the Library bake sale on the 17th. She will
be present with the students while they play holiday songs as a
group. We are hoping that it will draw in some spectators as
they shop for goodies to benefit the Library. I'll notify everyone
by e-mail of the exact time that the students will perform in
case you want to stop by with your kids to show your support.
Our students have already spoken to Felicia Cheney
(Children's Librarian) about needs for her children's collection
and have particular books in mind already. We hope to see
you there! Irene & Cristina
Late Day with Miss Weezie and Miss Cristina
I would like to sincerely thank those who helped us assemble our new wheelbarrows for the playground. Helpers included: Miss Cristina, Carlos Osborne, James
and Angie Moffatt and Tracy Smith. The wheelbarrows have already become a
sought-after piece of equipment. The children use them individually and with groups
of friends. Equipment of this type provides opportunities for children to engage in
"work projects" which inspire them mentally and physically. We observed and overheard language used to negotiate "jobs" for collecting, filling, sharing and moving
from place to place. This allows students to take on roles of leader and participant,
both key in developing healthy social skills. This is the type of play that we encourage and support.
Books we read this week: Let's Build a Clubhouse, Baking Day at Grandma's, The
Growing Story, and Space Boy.

Weezie and Cristina

