Annual Spring PTO Fundraiser
Dear parents,
Together we can have an incredible annual spring fundraiser.
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There is a sign up sheet hanging next to the cork board when you walk
in the door. Please sign up and join our group in planning our next
event.
We welcome new, unique and creative ideas that support a successful
evening event.
Nicole deBettencourt and myself, Holly Lawyer, have volunteered to co
-chair the committee. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us
at pto@vineyardmontessori.com
Our 1st meeting will be held Tuesday, January 26th at 6:30pm at the
Copper Wok restaurant in Vineyard Haven.
Please join us if you can!!
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This fundraiser is our biggest event, in which we raise a large amount
of money that goes towards our wonderful scholarship and enrichment
programs.
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You are invited to the 1st sub-committee meeting for our annual fundraiser.

INFORMATION



Please find attached the PTO minutes from Tuesday, January 19th meeting.



Tuesday, January 26th at 6:30 P.M. First Spring Fundraiser Subcommittee
Meeting at Copper Wok in Vineyard Haven



Saturday, February 6th at 4:00 p.m. Most Likely to Succeed at the MV Film
Center. The flyer is attached to this newsletter.



Wednesday, February 17th, Jeannine Fitzgerald is coming to VMS for a
Parenting Education Evening just for our families Please sign up at
pto@vineyardmontessori.com if you are interested in attending.

Primary with Miss Chris and Miss Holly
As many of our new materials have arrived, the children have
begun using them with great enthusiasm. One of the new materials is a light panel. The children have been exploring with
colorful geometric shapes along with colored glass pebbles.
The light gives a different experience for the children. I am excited to see other ways the children will use the new activity.
The children have also enjoyed bouncing on our personal sized
trampoline. Being able to add some gross motor activities to
our environment is a wonderful way for the children to be able
to move their bodies before settling into longer lessons or for
when the weather is too extreme for outside play.
The children finished their last lesson of the fiber unit with Miss
Emily. This week the children made felt from the wool that they cleaned and brushed. Each child took a small
piece of wool, placed it in a Ziploc bag and
then added food dye and vinegar. By kneading
the wool, the children were able to feel the
wool becoming felt. Miss Emily took the baggies home to let the felt dry and will bring them
back next week.
Thank you to all that came for Special Visiting
Day. We had a wonderful turn-out and I hope
everyone had an enjoyable morning.

Primary with Miss Ty and Miss Rebecca
Well, Special Visiting Day was a huge success. It was wonderful to
see parents, grandparents, and friends experiencing a morning in
our Montessori classroom. The children were so proud to show
you all what they have been learning. I must admit that I was proud
of them too! Carrying materials carefully, walking around rugs,
tucking in their chairs after working with a material – they have really mastered the norms of the class. Lessons from all areas were
shown to eager “learners”, from the moveable alphabet to pouring
rice to painting with water colors to addition with the golden beads!
Thank you all for coming and sharing your time with your child.
We do go outside every day if it’s not raining, unless it is severely
cold. Sometimes even if it is very cold we still go out for twenty minutes to a half an hour. Please send your children
with snow pants, gloves and hats, as well as their coats and boots. Outside time is essential to all the children. After
a morning inside with their quiet, concentrated work, it is important for them to have unstructured, physically active
play time.
Staying on the subject of winter clothing, we must consider the child’s ability to dress him or herself. Part of the Montessori philosophy is that each child should become independent and able to care for themselves. Please help us by
TEACHING your child about the intricacies of putting on boots, gloves, coats, etc., instead of doing it for him or her.
You’d be surprised how well each of them does when you are not here! “Every help is a hindrance,” is something we
often say. Please try to include clothes for your child that are easy for them to maneuver.

Elementary with Miss Irene and Miss Cristina
This week students finished an expository writing assignment
that will be displayed next week in the window at Mad Martha's
on Main Street in Vineyard Haven . The students were asked
to think of important pieces of information that would be exciting to warrant skywritten messages. They wrote letters to fictitious skywriting pilots. They included an explanation of the purpose of the message, their audience, and the importance of the
message. The students
added details such as the
design of the banner and
determined the time and
place to fly the banner. They designed and cut out bi-planes
pulling the banners with their messages which will be hung in the
window along with their letters.
During our Island Grown class, Emily gave students information
on the history of corn, following up with questions and answers.
Next she passed out copies of recipes made from corn, rice and
wheat. The students voted
on which recipes to make in
class next week. They decided on banana bread
from the Caribbean and a
chocolate sweet drink from Mexico called Atole which contains
flour.
This week we went ice skating during open skate time on Thursday. The students did not have a lesson but enjoyed their time
with friends, helping each other out, demonstrating their skills,
practicing technique and getting exercise.

Late Day with Miss Weezie and Miss Cristina
Miss Weezie has had to take a temporary personal leave from
working at VMS. I have placed an ad in the newspaper looking
for a temporary Lead teacher to replace Weezie till she is able
to return to her position at VMS. We are looking forward to her
return to school.
This week the children have enjoyed using the new shovels for
moving around the small amount of snow we have had in the
playground. They have also been excited to use the new monkey bars and climbing structure installed on the playground. Books this week have been: Grandma
Tells a Story by Lois Grambling, Bear about Town by Stella Blackstone & Debbie Harter and Marisol
McDonald Doesn’t Match by Monica Brown

VMS PTO Minutes: January 19, 2015
Called to order by Nicole de Bettencourt at 6:00pm
In attendance. Nicole deBettencourt, Debbie Jernegan, Chris Rasmussen, Ty Johnston, Erin Slossberg, Guinevere Cramer, Holly Lawyer, Jennifer Doyle, Jennifer LoRusso
Montessori Moment presented by Chris:
Art & Montessori: Art in a Montessori classroom has a higher purpose. An emphasis on learning new techniques and working with care and precision; the process is always important and a specific end product is almost never highlighted. The focus is on learning the colors, mediums, and processes for children using their
own creativity.
Each medium starts at a simple skill level and builds to the more complex. For example in a painting lesson the
child is first shown how to make strokes with a paintbrush with water on a stone. Next they are introduced to
one color at a time with the paintbrush and so on from there. A great resource for Montessori inspired art activities for children ages 3-8 is the book “I want to Paint a Zebra, but I Don’t know How”.
Treasury Report:
Income: December income $225. from Truckin’ MV
Currently there is: $10,085.82 in the bank.
Director’s Report: Highlights below
Alumni & Current Family Survey: Debbie reviewed the results of both annual surveys. If anyone would like
an email with results of the survey please ask Debbie.
Strategic Intent: Please see attached Strategic Intent. If anyone is interested in volunteering on a subcommittee to helping reach our 2021 goals please contact Debbie.
Most Likely To Succeed: VMS has purchased the rights to the screening Most Likely To Succeed. The Film
will be shown Saturday February 6th 4pm at the MV Film Center. Please see attached flyer. 50% of ticket sales
will be contributed to VMS.
Summer Program: VMS will be hosting the http://letgoyourmind.com summer program at VMS in 2016. Registration is open at Letgoyourmind.com.

Upcoming Events:
Ice Skating: MV Ice Arena will be offering ice skating lessons for 4 and 5 year olds. The cost will be $20
per child. The dates for the skating lessons will be four weeks in March. We will need to leave school at
9:10 and should be back by 10:30. If you would like your child to participate please let your classroom
teacher know right away.
We will need drivers. Please let your classroom teacher know if you are able to drive.
Jeanine Fitzgerald: Jeanine Fitzgerald will be coming to VMS for a parenting education evening on
Wednesday, February 17th.
2016 Spring Fundraiser: We need your help with the VMS Spring Fundraiser. If you would like to be
on the sub committee please contact Nicole de Bettencourt, Holly Lawyer and/or ask Debbie where to
sign up to help. The Spring Fundraiser will be an evening event in April or early May. The first sub committee meeting will be Tuesday January 26th at the 6:30 at the Copper Wok in Vineyard Haven. Everyone
is welcome to participate.

Jennifer LoRusso
Jennifer@chilmarkgeneralstore.com
Cell: 347-683-3665

