VMS Weekly News - March 10, 2017

"Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your
community and world better than you found it." ~Marian Wright
Edelman

SAVE THE DATES
Friday, March 17th, Noon Dismissal for the Faculty Pro fessio nal Day

Mark your calendars for the “Big Night Out” on
Saturday, May 6th at the Harborview Hotel in
Edgartown. Many of you are asking, "How can I help?"
You received an envelope with all the information
necessary to get sponsors and donation items.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
ask. The BNO team is working together on creating an
event you won’t want to miss!

Primary 1 Classroom
- Miss Ty, Miss Cristina and Miss Rebecca
We are beginningto study the solar
system. This is a very rudimentary

study of just making thechildren
aware of the names of the planets
and how they operate. There are
somany new vocabulary words to
learn! One child holds a large ball,
whichrepresents the sun. Another
takes the globe and circles around
the sun. (Thisis a very easy segue
because of the circling of the candle
by the globe at birthdays.)I take this
time to explain what rotation and
orbit are. I am sure totell them that the sun does not move, but the planets do
move around the sun.Of course, the child with the large ball stands in the middle
of the room. Someof the words that are learned are: rotation and orbit. So
exciting!
Thesong we are learning about the solar system has these lyrics: “The
planetsrevolve in a circle around the great fiery Sun in the middle! Turning
andturning to the universal sound, these are the Sun’s family!” Then the verse
tothe same tune as the chorus: “Mercury, Venus, the Earth and Mars,
Jupiter,Saturn with rings, Uranus, Neptune and the planetoid Pluto! These are
theplanets’ names!”
Itry to explain that the Earth is the only planet that supports life, and whatdoes
that mean? Oxygen to breathe, water to drink, soil to grow plants to eatand
animals to produce meat. Such a lot to think about. I am constantly humbledand
surprised at the depth of knowledge your children already have.

Primary 2 Classroom
- Miss Chris and Miss Holly
I hope everyone had an enjoyable and relaxing
vacation. As aMontessori teacher, I have always
delighted in being in the classroom duringthe quiet
days of vacation. It allows me time to reassess the
flow of movementand the use of materials. It also
gives me time to create new lessons and planfor
the upcoming months. As the children returned to
school this week, theywere enticed by the many
new lessons that were on the shelves and were
eager towork with them. One of the new lessons
was soap grating, where the child uses amini grater
to "shave" small bars of soap to create flakes that

willbe used for another new lesson. After presenting it to the whole class,
onechild chose the lesson and preceded to grate the entire bar of
soap.Subsequently, each child that has used this lesson, tries to finish a
completebar of soap. The soap flakes are then transferred to a small jar which
thechildren will use with the bubble making lesson.
Apple cutting has also been a new favorite lesson, not onlyfor the child doing
the lesson, but for all the children in the class. Thelesson begins by selecting an
apple, washing and then cutting the apple intopieces. The child is able to eat the
apple him or herself or share it with theclass. The process of offering and
accepting an apple piece allows for thepractice of social graces and manners.
The children worked with Miss Ava to help decide and planwhat types of things
to plant in the gardens this spring. They chose picturesof their favorite flowers
and vegetables and created a collage that is hangingon a door in the classroom.

Elementary Classroom
- Miss Irene and Miss Nora
The Elementary I students have
beenenjoying some great group
lessons. Thebank game is a great way
for the children to integrate large body
movement withanalytical thinking. This
week, we were able to work on all four
functions ofmath with a great deal of
movement, critical thinking and group problemsolving.
We are now studying the Timeline ofLife, one of the five great lessons in the Montessori
curriculum. This is atimeline that shows the evolution of the earth and living matter starting at
thePaleozoic Era through the Quaternary Period (present day). So far, we havestudied the
Cambrian, Ordovician, Silurian, Devonian and Carboniferous periods.The students are now
doing animal research on the invertebrates from this era. Thisresearch will continue through

all of the eras and the five groups of theanimal kingdom. The Timeline of Life branches out
into all areas of thecurriculum, including cultural studies, history, classification of animals
andplants, land and water formations, weather patterns and a great deal more. Thislesson is
presented every year because it is a springboard to so many areas ofthe curriculum.
The kindergarten students have beenable to join us for some lessons this week. They
joined us for not only historylessons, but also for some language and sight word Bingo.
Both were a big hit!They seem to settle right in once they came through the door.

Late Day
- Miss Weezie and Miss Cristina
We welcomed students and staff back from a week off to relaxand recharge.
Students in the afternoon group have been practicing using apaper punch and
helping to count the number of holes they can make in a shamrockshape. This
activity helps promote hand strength, dexterity and fine motorcontrol.
Books that were popular this week were: "1001 Things toSpot in the Sea",
"The Turnip" and "Darkest Dark". Weare also enjoying a guide and activity book
by Jennifer Harper entitled, "Yogaand Mindfulness Practices for Children". We
often incorporate phrases andsubtle reminders from our yoga practice to
reinforce kind behavior with oneanother.

Recommended Reading
"Montessori Builds Innovators" byAndrew McAfee
"Why Small Schools Work: Good Things Come in Small Packages" by Tim
Seldin

"Choosing Montessori for Kindergarten" by Colleen, “Children First, Always.”
"DevelopLeaders the Montessori Way" by Ambiga Dhiraj

Book Corner for Parents
"LastChild in the Woods": Saving our children from Nature-Deficit Disorder
byRichard Louv
"Montessori Madness!": A parent to parent argument forMontessori education
by Trevor Eissler
"Montessori: The Science Behind the Genius" by Angeline Stoll Lillard

Book Corner for Children
"What Do You Do With An Idea?" by Kobi Yamada

Vineyard Montessori School
P.O. Box 994, 286 Main St, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568
vineyardmontessori.com
(508) 693-4090

An independent non-profit school
Pre-k through sixth grade.
Fostering a lifetime love of learning, one child at atime.

CONTACT US

Vineyard Montessori school | 286 Main, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568
Unsubscribe
Update Profile | About our service provider
Sent by headofschool@vineyardmontessori.com in collaboration with

Try it free today

