VMS Weekly News - February 16, 2018

"Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire."
—William Butler Yeats

Thank you to VMS board member Pat
Thompson for generously donating prizes for the
teacher's Annual Fund raffle. Miss Nora won a
Sioux Eagle gift card and Miss Irene won a
Claudia's gift card!

Calendar
Thursdays until April at 2: 30 pm:
Elementary Game Day: All elementary students
are welcome in the Elementary I classroom.
Mo nday, February 19th: President's Day -School is closed.
Wednesday, February 21st: Dine-to-Donate -- Pizza di Napoli 5PM10PM (no coupon needed)
February 26th - March 2nd: Winter Recess -- School is closed.
Mo nday, March 5th: School reopens.
Saturday, March 24th: Big Night Out, our largest annual fundraiser!
Tickets for sale in the office.

Primary 1
Classroom
- Miss Cristina and Miss
Rebecca
Art for children is all about exploring
new materials and discovering how
they feel, how they can be used, and how the different materials react with each
other. This week, the students practiced a different way to draw. I presented a
lesson on drawing using chalk on a dark paper. The children saw the reaction of
the chalk when drawing on water. The chalk became brighter, and they loved it.
This simple chalk activity provides lots of opportunities for fine motor practice,
sensory play, and creativity.
We have many different types of puzzles in our classroom, but this week I
added a new puzzle with dinosaurs. This puzzle comes in a wooden triangle box
and all the pieces are triangles. It is more advanced than the ones we have,
and the children love it.
There are three basic skills that children enhance when working on puzzles:
Physical skills: Holding puzzle pieces and turning them until they fit.
Cognitive skills: Solving the problems of a puzzle.
Emotional skills: Learning patience and being rewarded when they
complete the puzzle.
This new puzzle is a great tool to enhance and promote cooperative play. As
children work together to complete it, they discuss where a piece should go and
why, they take turns placing puzzle pieces, and they share and support each
other when one gets frustrated. They then share the joy of finishing the puzzle.

Primary 2
Classroom
- Miss Chris and Miss
Holly
When a child enters the Montessori
program at three-years-old, the
classroom may be considered a
link to the child’s home
environment and becomes an
extension of the child’s
developmental process. Children in their first year of preschool begin by
working with the practical life materials. The lessons involve precise
movements, allowing children to concentrate, to work at their own pace
uninterrupted, to complete their work, and to gain internal satisfaction. Care of
the self and care of the beauty of the indoor environment become meaningful
and purposeful work, naturally instilling order and independence in the child. The
lessons and experiences gained in the first year prepares the three-year-olds
for the work habits necessary for the more advanced exercises that they will
perform at five and six.
In the second year of the three-year cycle, the child returns now as a fouryear-old. The classroom is a welcoming environment; it is a community filled
with familiar teachers, friends, and materials to work with. The child takes
pleasure in choosing favorite activities, in chatting with peers, and in the
challenges that come with new learning opportunities. This is a year of
repetition: Children revisit the materials with a deeper awareness and level of
activity that will further develop their fine and gross motor skills. The constant
repetition of motions helps to strengthen the muscles of the hand, perfects
coordination, and instills confidence.
The third year of the three-year cycle is an important year of completion for the
five-year-olds. It is a culmination of their social, emotional, and cognitive
learning experiences over the previous three years. It is their opportunity to
practice, refine, and master the work with the materials. The older five-year-

olds also become ‘natural’ teachers: Mentoring, inspiring, and passing along
what they have learned to their younger peers in the classroom. By showing
what they know, they are processing the information at a deeper level.
Many of my second-year students have been re-visiting lessons that they were
introduced to in the fall, seeing them in a different light. For instance, some
children were using the puzzle map as a sensorial experience. They were
feeling the shapes of the continents, fitting the pieces into the frame, and
learning the names of each piece. These same children are now creating more
extensive maps by pin-poking each country in each continent and learning how
to re-create the shape of the map onto paper and then matching labels to
countries and adding in the oceans. The children have been able to build on
previous skills to further enhance their geographical knowledge.

Elementary I
Classroom
- Miss Nora
The Elementary l class started
studying the “History of
Numbers” this week. It is another
one of the five great lessons in
Montessori. We talked about the
need for numbers, symbols, and
the evolution of printed numerals.
The students planted seeds with Mary-Sage so that they can watch and study
the growth of roots and the foundation of plants. We planted a number of
different vegetable seeds so we can observe which vegetables grow fastest.
Skating was great fun again! It is amazing to see the progress the children
make from week to week.
We had a fun Valentine’s Day with a pajama party and Willie Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory.
Bo and Peter came in to our class to visit this week and joined us for our weekly
trip to the O.B. Library.

Elementary II
Classroom
- Miss Irene
After meeting with Joyce for
theater this week, the students
met in their groups to come up
with ideas for short plays with
exciting plots. After a couple of
meetings, both groups came up
with interesting ideas. One play
will be about a group of four kids
having a sleep over who encounter a UFO. The other is about three siblings who

are out sailing and get stranded on an island with an escaped prisoner from
Alcatraz. For homework, students were given an assignment to write a
character sketch of their particular character, which should help them with the
dialogue as they begin to write the play.
In preparation for Montessori Model United Nations (MMUN), the students
picked apart a few of their position papers in teams to practice writing
resolutions. These resolutions are written in a very specific format with an
introduction, a preamble with pre-ambulatory clauses describing the background
of the problem, and an ending with operative clauses that describe the solutions
that the sponsors of the resolution plan to take. At the conference, they will
meet with several other kids, representing different countries, to write their
resolutions. This process usually takes a good portion of the day as groups try
to integrate everyone's suggestions for probable solutions. One person in the
group is chosen to act as a scribe while the others offer up information to
include in the preamble and the operative clauses.
The beginning of our study of Ancient Europe started with the Aegean
Civilizations. Around 3,000 B.C., the earliest signs of Greek civilization began.
During the Early Period or the Bronze Age, the Minoan culture thrived on the
island of Crete, and their remoteness protected them from invaders so that
they could focus on economic growth. Students learned that this was the first
civilization in Europe that showed some social equality and a presence of leisure
time. Because of this, they became the first people to play sports, such as
boxing and bull-jumping. Young women were allowed to wear men's clothes and
compete as well. Women and children were treated much better than they were
in other parts of Europe. Almost all citizens had either palaces or large homes.
They were finally conquered in 1450 B.C. by the Mycenaeans.
On Wednesday, the students baked cookies and cake for each other as a kind
gesture, and all left that day feeling a little over sugared and spiritually satisfied!

Middle School
- Miss Ty
So much is happening in our middle school
classroom this week! We have started a
new unit on cell division and replication in
science. In literature, Matthew is reading
Johnny Tremain. Math brings a fresh

lesson every day with recent lessons
including “the Slope-Intercept Equation of a
Line”. Map reading and drawing in
geography, including contour and elevation
maps, have rounded out the program.
In history, we continue the study of the
British colonization of America, and Matthew
is beginning another month-long, crosscurricular project. He will be constructing a
“flipbook” on the British colonization of
America. This will include historical
significant dates and facts, a poem about
life in the colonies, artistic representations,
a map, a science page about one medical
or technological advancement of the era,
and a math problem using life in colonial
times as a base.
Much of the work in a Montessori middle school classroom is project based.
Project-based learning is a model that organizes learning around projects.
These are complex, multi-stepped tasks based on challenging questions or
problems. Students work for extended periods of time to reach a conclusion, a
realization, or a product. Way back in 1907, John Dewey stated, “From the
standpoint of the child, the great waste in school comes from his inability to
utilize the experiences he gets outside the school in any complete and free way
within the school itself; while, on the other hand, he is unable to apply in daily
life what he is learning at school.” Hopefully, the projects presented help to
bridge that gap and provide the students with authentic engagement.

Late Day
- Miss Weezie and Miss
Cristina
Our theme this week in both
Afternoon and Late Day Programs
was "friendship". Children are
always working on developing
social skills, and as parents,
teachers, and caregivers, we can
be a powerful example in helping
them develop the skills of making and sustaining friendships.
We focused on friends at school and outside of school. Students shared why
certain children are their special friends. Responses ranged from "because they
like to play with me" to "because she likes to learn new things" to "because he
likes Star Wars". We talked about accepting other peoples’ ideas.
Books this week included Making Friends, Leon and Bob, and Will I Have a
Friend? We sang a song called Skidamarink using sign language to say, I love
you, and Make New Friends but Keep the Old. According to the wise sage, Fred
Rogers, "Learning and loving go hand in hand." Enjoy the long weekend with
your family and friends.

Recommended Reading
"There's No Such Thing as the Real World" by Peter Piche in MontessoriParent
Read article here.

Book Corner for Parents
"Yardsticks: Children in the Classroom Ages 4-14" by Chip Wood
"The Six Stages of Parenthood" by Ellen Galinsky

Book Corner for Children
"What Do You Do With An Idea?" by Kobi Yamada

Vineyard Montessori School
286 Main St, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568
vineyardmontessori.com
(508) 693-4090

An independent school serving PreK through Grade 8.
Fostering a lifetime love of learning, one child at a time.

CONTACT US

