VMS Weekly News - May 4, 2018

"The aim of education is growth: the aim of growth is more
growth."
-John Dewey

Calendar
Mo nday, May 7th thro ugh Friday, May 11th: Teacher Appreciation
Week
Thursday, May 10th: Grandfriends Visiting Day, 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, May 10th and Friday, May 11th: Noon dismissal - Parent
Teacher Conferences

Middle School- Miss Ty
Becoming a mature and informed world citizen
during a time period that seemingly lacks basic
civility and trust among people is a challenge our
young people must embrace. Hopefully, students
at our Montessori school have numerous
opportunities and possibilities for cultivating a
sense of accountability and respect within our
community. Here at the Middle School, we use
advisory conversations, seminar discussions, and
shared work to help the young people sort out
their own standards of behavior and being.
Journaling, group meetings, problem-solving as a
class, and current events discussions also contribute to this growth of good
judgment and independence.
Earlier in the week, Matthew and I went to West Tisbury’s “Dumptique”. Matthew
was in search of costume materials for his upcoming presentation for the MV
Museum where he will be portraying a whaling captain circa 1840. He was in
search of a jacket and maybe a hat. We found a few possible jackets but no
appropriate hats. However, we made an awesome discovery! An old trunk had

been donated to the Dumptique, and we picked it up to use as a prop for the
play, which will be presented at the end of the school year. What a way to
reduce/reuse/recycle!

Elementary II Classroom
- Miss Irene
Wow, what a great week to be outside! We have
some new recess equipment, thanks to Jack. We
have several sets of Ring Stix, which can be
played alone or with a group of people at the
beach or on a playground. Each player holds two
sword-like sticks with rings on them, and when
the swords are pulled apart, the rings go flying
for another player to catch. It’s like Frisbee with a
twist! Jack also brought us a beautiful outdoor
wicker table and chairs, which the kids may use
for lunch on our patio or for an outdoor class. We
have had lunch outdoors since he and Cliff delivered it. We have also had some
great news from Debbie informing us that we are able to now use the
Jabberwocky Theater for our short plays at the end of the year. So thank you,
Jack, Cliff, Debbie, and Liza from Jabberwocky, for making our temporary
location feel like home!
Foods made by students from their lacto-vegetarian, vegan, and vegetarian
recipes have been coming in this week and quickly gobbled up. Connor made us
unbelievable orange lacto-vegetarian scones, and from the same diet, Silas
brought us quesadillas with zucchini, beans, and tomatoes. Marysol showed up
with a colorful vegan chocolate cake, which tasted like the densest and moistest
brownies in the world with delicious frosting! Who knew that such strict diets
could taste so delicious!
Finally, our plays have been completed by students, and Joyce ran through one
of the scripts with the kids as they acted them out for the first time. We feel
that our trip this month to Thatcher Montessori's Middle School play will turn out
to be inspirational and motivational for us all!

Elementary I
Classroom
- Miss Nora
It is hard to believe we are in the month
of May! The students have been
focused and working hard on the new
lessons they have progressed into. This
week, we talked about the Big Bang
theory, and they illustrated their ideas
of what it may have looked like. They were introduced to the periodic table of
elements. We will be exploring atomic numbers, as well as protons, neutrons,
and electrons in relation to their number.
We continued our studies of the Impressionists, including the life of Claude
Monet and his famous gardens at Giverny. With chalk pastels, we did our own
study of the water lilies in his garden, focusing on various shades and hues of
color.
Our garden is coming along beautifully! Our peas have sprouted, so we have
started making trellises for them to climb up and continue to grow.
This weekend is Cinco de Mayo. Miss Christina showed the students some
traditional dances and explained the meaning of the holiday. Day of the Dead is
a Mexican holiday where people celebrate the memories of their loved ones
that have passed on with dancing and feasts in graveyards.

Primary 2 Classroom
- Miss Chris and Miss Holly
As the spring weather is now upon us,
I have added some activities that go
along with this season. We have begun
a unit on butterflies, using materials
that explain the life cycle of the
butterfly, matching different species of
butterflies and using books and
puzzles showcasing the different types
of butterflies. The children are learning the names of the different parts of the
butterfly. Our class should be receiving some painted lady larva, which we will
observe as they go from larva to butterfly. The larva should be arriving soon.
The children will be able to chart their progress.
During gardening, the children went outside and planted carrots, peas,
pumpkins, and chamomile. Some of our pea shoots have already spouted. We
will be adding more seeds next week.
I would like to remind you to please sign up for a conference if you have not
yet done so. Also, if your child stays for the late day program, please
remember to send in an afternoon snack, labeled separately from his/her lunch.
Many children are saying that they don't have a snack for late day. Now that the
weather is getting nicer, please make sure to apply sunscreen to your child, as
we are spending more time outdoors.

Primary 1 Classroom
- Miss Cristina and Miss Rebecca
I hope everyone is enjoying the weather this
week. We are so happy to be able to spend a
lot of time outside on the playground and in
our outdoor space doing hammering, drawing,
looking at the garden, and working with the
water table. We also have been going on
nature walks to the beach. We love spending
time together in such a beautiful environment,
picking up sea glass, rocks, and shells and
sharing them with everybody.
Exercises in grace and courtesy, part of
Practical Life, consist of things such as walking, sitting, greeting others, manners
(“please”, “thank you”, and "may I"). These also include how to interrupt a
teacher or another child (saying, "Excuse me," and placing a hand on a teacher’s
shoulder and waiting to be responded to), passing objects, following directions,
learning how to open and close a door, and controlling the body through silence
games. Even the absolute silence when a bell is rung in the classroom is a
practice in grace and courtesy. All of these exercises are in process and have
to be re-learned again and again. As the children grow and gain more control of
themselves, hopefully they will become more graceful and more courteous!

Late Day
- Miss Weezie
We are observing tremendous growth in all areas of
our students’ development. This week in Afternoon
and Late Day, we worked on both fine and gross
motor development. Students practiced with
scissors, cutting multi-colored strips of fringed or
snipped-colored paper according to their ability.
Hand dominance, proper grip, and dexterity are all
areas of fine motor development and writingreadiness skills. The students saved their cuttings in
individual envelopes.
Outside, on our newly refurbished play yard, we
practiced using "Romper Stompers" along the brick path. Children need to
coordinate movement of their arms and legs to "march" successfully using
these simple, fun pieces of equipment. Gross motor skills are enhanced as
children delight in their new-found skill.
Books this week included Lucky Ducklings, Cornelius, and The Best Place.

Recommended Reading
"There's No Such Thing as the Real World" by Peter Piche in Montessori Parent
Read article here.

Book Corner for Parents
"Robot-Proof: Highler Education in the age of artificial intellegience" by Joseph
Aoun
"Yardsticks: Children in the Classroom Ages 4-14" by Chip Wood
"The Six Stages of Parenthood" by Ellen Galinsky

Book Corner for Children
"What Do You Do With An Idea?" by Kobi Yamada

Vineyard Montessori School
286 Main St, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568
vineyardmontessori.com
(508) 693-4090

An independent school serving PreK through Grade 8.
Fostering a lifetime love of learning, one child at a time.
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